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TOUCH AMERICA’S YESTERDAYS 
WITH THE LIGHT OF TODAY'S 
DISCOVERIES 


During the eighteen years of ANTIQUES’ activity, more has been 
learned concerning colonial days and ways than during the entire pre- 
ceding century. 


Cherished fallacies as to the source of the household goods of our an- 
cestors, such, for instance, as so-called Lowestoft china, have been 
corrected. 

Individualities of form and structure that distinguish furniture of one 
locality from that of another have been discovered. 

The names of early craftsmen in the fields of cabinetmaking, silver, 
pewter, glass and the like have been retrieved from oblivion and have 
been associated with surviving examples of their work. 

Despite widely accepted opinion to the contrary, it has been proved that 
Gilbert Stuart painted some important miniatures. The burial place of 
the great artist, long-forgotten, has recently been found. 


Pioneer in encouraging research in these directions and 
in publishing its results is The Magazine ANTIQUES. 


Handsomely printed, copiously illustrated, genially 
written, rich in wisdom as well as in knowledge, con- 
stantly aware of the human values of ancient things, 
ANTIQUES appeals to the historian, the collector, the 
architect, the decorator and to all others who believe in 
cultivating the art of living. 


Start your subscription today and 
enjoy each month a friendly and 
stimulating visitor to your home. 
$5 for one year; $8 for two years. 


The Magazin € 


ANTIQUES 


40 EAST 49TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 


The Cumulative Index to ANTIQUES for the years 1922-1936 inclusive, an indispensable 
key to treasures of information nowhere else available, will be sent postpaid on receipt of $1.00 
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Tribute to THilliam Sumner Appleton 


A FEATURE OF THE SOCIETY’s THIRTIETH ANNUAL MEETING 


WeEpDNEspAY, MARCH 12, 1940 


OR some time it has been in the 

minds of many of the Society’s 

members that a definite and lasting 
acknowledgement should be made of the 
untiring and loyal service Mr. Wm. Sum- 
ner Appleton has given the Society ever 
since its incorporation in 1910. Conse- 
quently, in January of this year, just be- 
fore President Arthur B. Lisle left on an 
extended southern vacation, he and Vice- 
President Boylston Adams Beal, with the 
cooperation of some of the Society’s other 
officers and trustees, gave careful thought 
to the form such tribute should take, and 
it was decided that the Thirtieth Annual 
Meeting would be a most appropriate oc- 
casion for its announcement. 

On the afternoon of Wednesday, 
March 13, 1940, Vice-President Beal 
opened the Thirtieth Annual Meeting by 
requesting the Society’s Clerk, Mr. Ber- 
tram K. Little, to call the roll of the seven 
living Incorporators. Miss Caroline O. 
Emmerton, of Salem, was not present but 
her greetings and good wishes were ex- 
tended to the meeting. Mrs. Ida Farr Mil- 
ler rose amid the applause of the members 





and guests, as did also Mr. Wm. Sumner 
Appleton, Mr. Charles Knowles Bolton 
and Mr. Henry Lefavour. Being in 
France, Mr. Worthington C. Ford could 
not be present, nor had he known of the 
proceedings in time to extend his greet- 
ing. The following note of appreciation 
from Mr. Julius H. Tuttle, which ex- 
pressed also the sentiment of many mem- 
bers, was read: 


“Dedham, Massachusetts 


March 11, 1940 
Dear Mr. APPLETON: 


I had hoped that nothing would pre- 
vent my being present at our Thirtieth 
Annual Meeting on Wednesday. It will 
be a gala occasion, and I should like to 
join in the highly deserved plaudits to the 
master mind that has made the remark- 
able progress of our Preservation Society 
possible. 

It was an esteemed privilege of my life 
that I could be present with you and Mr, 
Bolton before a Committee of the Gen- 
eral Court early in the winter of 1910 to 
urge the passage of the Act incorporating 
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our Society. And later I witnessed the 
marvelous aid which Mr. Bolton gave 
you in your renowned success, through a 
long presidency. May the Society win 
further laurels! 

Very sincerely, 

Juxius H. Turrce.” 

After the roll call, Mr. Beal said: “‘Be- 
fore taking up the regular business of the 
meeting, I should like to bring to your at- 
tention the fact that The Society For The 
Preservation Of New England Antiquities 
was founded thirty years ago, in 1910. In 
this connection I feel that we should take 
particular notice of the one who has been 
in the past, and will continue to be for 
many years, I hope, the mainstay of the 
Society — Mr. Wm. Sumner Appleton. 
Mr. Charles Knowles Bolton, who was 
one of the Incorporators of the Society 
and long its President, can speak to you 
of Mr. Appleton’s work with more elo- 
quence and knowledge than I possibly 
could, but with no greater appreciation 
or deeper affection.” 

Mr. Bolton, who had come from his 
home in Shirley, Massachusetts, for the 
purpose of paying a special tribute to Mr. 
Appleton, the founder of the Society, then 
rose and spoke feelingly of Mr. Apple- 
ton’s connection with the Society, not 
only from its incorporation but all during 
the time leading up to it, when he was in- 
teresting others in the work he had in 
mind: 


“Mr. ViceE-PREsIDENT, MEMBERS 
AND GUESTs: 
That good old Puritan, Thomas Ful- 
ler, long ago remarked that we have the 
pyramids but know little of who built and 


preserved them. The forty properties 


owned by our Society are our pyramids. 
We may not know all we should like to 
about those who built them, but we do 


know that we owe their preservation to 
Mr. Wm. Sumner Appleton. I recall one 
evening in Brookline when he told me 
of a society he proposed to create. He had 
a constitution, but I was skeptical until 
his earnestness and his common sense con- 
vinced me that he would be successful, 
What was his chief characteristic? You 
will say enthusiasm or wisdom. I would 
say his patience. In all these years he has 
never lost his temper, but often when I, 
as President, said or did something which 
did not meet with his approval, a look of 
pain came over his face that only a Rem- 
brandt or a Franz Hals could have 
caught. We did not always agree. Some 
wanted little houses — farm houses. We 
might record this conversation: 

‘Pat (proudly): “I am a self-made 

mon!” 

Mike: “Are ye boastin’ or apolo- 

oizin’?”’ 
The other school was courageous and 
wanted to preserve mansion houses. Of 
it we might say: 
“We are the best selected few 
And all the rest are damned ; 

‘There’s room in heaven for me and you 
But we can’t have heaven crammed.’ 
Well, we have not crammed our hea- 
ven with mansions, but I think you will 
agree, as you look over the list of the So- 
ciety’s possessions, as listed in OLp- TIME 
New ENGLAND, that the Trustees, guid- 

ed by Mr. Appleton, selected wisely. 

In all these thirty years Mr. Appleton 
has acquired enormous knowledge of 
building construction details. Only one 
thing have I personally learned to recog- 
nize —a chamfered summer-beam. 

In Ecclesiastes you will find these 
words: “Io everything there is a season, 
and a time for every purpose.’ Mr. Ap- 
pleton had a purpose and the season was 








> =e pe 





nd 
()f 


Ou 


ea- 
will 
So- 
IME 
uid- 


ton 
of 
one 


““\Je 
LOL 


hese 
ison, 
Ap- 


Was 














Tribute to THilliam Sumner Appleton 109 











ripe if we were to save the fast decaying 
houses of our New England. 

There were, of course, many prelimi- 
nary meetings and interviews before the 
Society could legally be formed, but by 
April, 1910, Mr. Appleton had interested 
seventeen other men and women, all in 
sympathy with his ideals, so on the sec- 
ond day of that month the incorporation 
took place. Officers and ‘Trustees were 
duly elected, and The Society For The 
Preservation Of New England Antiguities 
started on what has proved to be a notably 
successful programme of saving valuable 
and interesting antiquities, many of which 
would have been condemned and lost for- 
ever had it not been for Mr. Appleton’s 
constant watchfulness and unending pa- 
tience. 

The Society’s first headquarters were 
in half of an office at 20 Beacon Street, 
Boston, where for two years Mr. Apple- 
ton was the entire office force, writing 
letters, editing the Society’s Bulletin, and 
attending to all the various duties of a 
growing Society. In 1912 an assistant was 
hired, which gave Mr. Appleton more 
time for meeting people and attending to 
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the more important details of the work of 
preserving New England antiquities. By 
that time the Society had acquired three 
houses in Massachusetts — the Swett-IIs- 
ley in Newbury, the Samuel Fowler in 
Danversport, and the Cooper-Frost-Aus- 
tin in Cambridge, and the campaigns for 
raising funds for their maintenance and 
for further acquisitions began to take too 
much of Mr. Appleton’s attention to leave 
any for mere office details. In 1912, the 
Beacon Street quarters having been out- 
grown, headquarters were moved to the 
building of the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society at 9 Ashburton 
Place, where Mr. Appleton had a small 
private office next toa large general ofhice 
for the routine work of the Society. From 
then on the Society developed SO rapidly 
in every branch that again its headquar- 
ters proved inadequate. Fortunately, in 
the summer of 1916 the Harrison Gray 
Otis house came to the Society as the gift 
of fifteen individuals. In the spring of 
1917, after many necessary changes, re- 
pairs and renovations, the house was ready 
for occupancy and became the Society’s 
permanent headquarters. 









First Office of the Society, Claflin Building, 20 Beacon St., Boston 


WINTER OF 


IQi2-13 


THE SOCIETY OCCUPIED THE RIGHT-HAND SIDE OF THE ROOM 
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Southerly End of the Office of the Society, at 9 Ashburton Place 


ARRANGED AS “THE COLONIAL PARLOR” DURING THE LOAN EXHIBITION OF MARCH 12-22, 1913 


When the Society was incorporated in 
1910, its eighteen Incorporators composed 
its membership and it had nothing it could 
call its own. Now, thirty years later, its 
membership is over two thousand ; it owns 
forty pieces of real estate, with two more 
shortly to be added to that number; and 
in its New England Museum building 
adjoining the Otis house, thousands of 
interesting and valuable antiquities, illus- 
trating a great variety of subjects which 
have been acquired are installed. Through 
all these years Mr. Appleton has been con- 
stantly at the head of almost every im- 
portant.enterprise the Society has under- 
taken. 

In conclusion let me say that since Mr. 
Appleton’s wisdom and tireless zeal have 
built up this Society to its present com- 
manding position, and it is to him largely 


that we owe what it has accomplished, I 
feel deeply that some lasting record should 
be made of his generosity in giving so 
freely of his time, thought and assistance 
to the Society’s successful upbuilding. Mr. 
Vice-President, I move, therefore, 

TuHart this hall hencefore be known as 
Appleton Hall, and that the Chair ap- 
point a committee of three or five to care 
for the installation of a suitable tablet 
memoralizing Mr. Appleton’s monu- 
mental service to the Society.” 

Mr. Bolton’s motion was enthusiasti- 
cally seconded, and unanimously passed. 
Immediately after the meeting the Vice- 
President announced that he had appoint- 
ed Messrs. Carleton R. Richmond, Chair- 
man, Herbert Browne, and Stephen B. 
Luce as the committee called for by this 


vote. 
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Address of the Wice-Bresident of 
The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 


Mr. Boytston ADAMs BEAL 


Read at the Annual Meeting, March 13, 1940 


HE President of the Society, Mr. 

Arthur B. Lisle of Providence, 

although living at a distance from 
Boston, is most faithful in his attendance 
at the monthly Board meetings. This year, 
however, he finds it impossible to attend 
the Annual Meeting of the Society. Not 
only does he himself regret this, but, I am 
sure, the whole Society must realize its loss 
in not hearing from his own lips, and in his 
own words, what has been done during 
the past year. As Vice-President, the duty 
of presiding at this Meeting falls on me, 
and it is with much pleasure that I am able 
to report a year of steady progress and 
growth. 

Since the last Annual Meeting, the So- 
ciety has become the possessor of two more 
properties, each of outstanding merit. The 
first, the Alexander house in Springfield, 
is an imposing mansion built for the Byers 
family in 1811 by Asher Benjamin, the 
architect. "he house is not on its original 
site, having been moved one or two hun- 
dred feet, many years ago. The present 
location is one of the best in the City of 
Springfield, with a generous frontage on 
State Street, near the Public Library, Art 
Museum, and Historical Society. A de- 
tailed report on this property was printed 
in our magazine for October, 1939, and 
I will only repeat here that the main part 
of the house is practically as originally 
built, excepting that two small wings have 
been removed and a modern ell has been 
added in the rear. The principal rooms, to- 
gether with the halls and stairs, make an 
outstanding memorial of the architecture 
of the opening years of the nineteenth 


century. The Byers family sold the prop- 


erty to the Trasks, who later sold to the 
Alexander family, in whose hands it re- 
mained until the house came to us as the 
gift of Mr. Alexander Phillips, Mrs. Anne 
E. Harris, and Mrs. Pauline G. A. Fritts. 
The lot of land on which the house stands 
was the generous gift of Mrs. James 
Jackson Storrow. To these four donors 
we are indebted for a property of great in- 
terest and value, worthy of the Society’s 
best efforts in behalf of its preservation. 
Mr. Alexander Phillips has put us under 
further obligation by offering to make an 
annual gift towards the cost of mainte- 
nance. 

The second estate, one of the most 
notable we have ever received, is in the 
town of West Newbury, Massachusetts, 
and has been known from its earliest his- 
tory as Indian Hill. With the house came 
its contents, consisting of many hundreds, 
if not thousands, of objects. ‘This property 
contains about 130 acres of land, is one 
of the best known farms in Essex County, 
and has been in the hands of the same 
family since 1640. As none of the present 
generation wished to live there, the 
owner, Mr. Ben: Perley Poore Moseley, 
preferred to give it to our Society rather 
than sell it to strangers, as that would have 
involved the dispersal of the large collec- 
tion of antiques it contains. The date at- 
tributed to the present house is a matter 
of some dispute, as so many additions and 
changes have been made from time to 
time. To give the number of rooms 1s 
about as difficult as to give the date, for 
just what is and what is not a room at In- 
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dian Hill is to a certain extent a matter of 
opinion. Perhaps forty-five rooms, with 
numerous other smaller spaces, is a sufh- 
ciently accurate statement. 

One of the most notable features of the 
house is the panelling from the old Prov- 
ince House in Boston, said to have come 
from the Council Chamber. There is also 
a chandelier from the first Senate Cham- 
ber in Washington, and the rug on which 
Lincoln stood while delivering the Get- 
tysburg Address. 

This property came to us without en- 
dowment, but we are fortunate indeed to 
have guaranteed for five years the ex- 
penses for maintenance, up to $1,400 a 
year. It seems imperative to secure in that 
interval of time as much endowment as 
poss‘ble, in order that we may have some 
assured income to which to look forward 
when the guaranties are no longer avail- 
able. ‘The Indian Hill gardens were fa- 
mous under the care of the late Mr. 
Frederick $. Moseley, who had a life in- 
terest in the property, and it is hoped, with 
the co-operation of members and friends, 
to bring them back to their former beauty. 

While the Society acquired these two 
properties just mentioned, it has — but 
without great enthusiasm — made plans 
to divest itself of the management of two 
other houses, namely, the wonderful 
Wentworth-Gardner house, and the his- 
torically important ‘Tobias Lear house ad- 
joining it, in Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire. These properties have been under the 
Society’s care for eight years. During that 
time we raised about a third of the pur- 
chase price of the Wentworth-Gardner 
house and were planning to continue our 
efforts until eventually we could acquire 
both that and the Lear house, with an en- 
dowment for their care. Meanwhile some 
individuals in Portsmouth preferred that 
the ownership and management of these 


houses should remain in that city, and felt 
sufficiently strongly on the subject to fi- 
nance their convictions. As this would save 
our committees the task of raising about 
$10,000 with which to buy and $20,000 
additional with which to endow these 
properties, it seemed best that we should 
co-operate in the Portsmouth plan. This 
our Board of Trustees decided to do, and 
presently the Portsmouth group will make 
the purchase and our Society and its com- 
mittees will turn over to them the man- 
agement. Ihe Trustees came to this de- 
cision the more willingly because, in spite 
of the regret they felt that these Ports- 
mouth houses would no longer remain in 
the pe ssession of the Society ; they realized 
that our real objective was their preserva- 
tion. [his is immediately assured under 
the Portsmouth plan, whereas in our 
hands it must have waited until some fu- 
ture time when we might have raised 
the necessary money. At the moment, they 
are furnished with objects some of which 
are ours, and the balance loans. How 
many of the lenders will wish to leave 
their furniture there remains to be seen, 
but for the sake of the houses it is to be 
hoped that all will co-operate with the 
new owners, just as we hope to do, This 
question of loans must always be for us a 
difficult one. When a piece of furniture 
that has been lent to the Society is taken 
back by its owner, its place is often ex- 
tremely difficult to fill, and the room fre- 
quently must be entirely rearranged. As 
our houses increase in number, and gen- 
erally come to us wholly unfurnished, it 
1S greatly to be desired that we should 
acquire very much more furniture by gift 
and bequest, rather than have such a large 
proportion of loans. 

Before closing the subject of these 
Portsmouth houses, it is appropriate that 
an expression of gratitude be recorded for 








ese 
hat 
f Tr 











Address of the Wice-President 113 





the splendid work of the two local com- 
mittees which have labored in the So- 
ciety’s behalf for so many years. To their 
members we are indebted for an incredible 
amount of hard work, faithfully per- 
formed and of the utmost value to these 
landmarks as well as to the Society. 

As the Society’s year approached its 
end, there came the report of two of the 
most generous bequests we have ever re- 
ceived. One is that of the late Colonel Ed- 
ward Pearce Casey, of New York, who 
left the Society his farm of extensive acre- 
age in North Kingston, Rhode Island. The 
farm house dates from about 1745 and 1s 
in fine condition. Colonel Casey also left 
an endowment of $70,000 for the upkeep 
of this property, any surplus to be avail- 
able for the general purposes of the So- 
ciety. 

The second bequest is that of the late 
Dr. Henry Barton Jacobs, of Baltimore 
and Newport, who left us his ancestral 
Jacobs homestead at Assinippi in the town 
of Norwell, Massachusetts, together with 
an endowment of $20,000. This is a farm 
of about a hundred acres, and its fine old 
house, built about 1726, has notably good 
hardware. The endowment should be 
sufficient to maintain the property in 
FOK rd condition. 

It is pleasant to report briefly on the 
success of our autumn appeal, actually 
issued in December. From its beginning, 
the Society has found it necessary to Issue 
a spring and an autumn appeal in order to 
finance purposes of importance, but of re- 
cent years, owing to the depression, the 
loss of members, and the reduction of in- 
terest in endowment funds, these appeals 
have been limited to running expenses. 


For some time past, it has been impossible 
to raise as much as we have appealed for. 
But this year we have been more fortu- 
nate, and the response to the December 
appeal has been better than at any time for 
ten years past. We asked for $5,000 and 
have actually received $4,914 to date. Of 
this, roughly speaking, half is needed to 
maintain the office, and the other half to 
meet unusual and necessary expenses on 
our buildings. 

Much of the Society’s real estate is self- 
supporting or supported by endowment, 
and that situation is steadily improving. 
The office expenses are extremely low, 
and cannot be reduced without seriously 
impairing efficiency. What is imperatively 
needed is a large increase in our member- 
ship and in our endowments. Each mem- 
ber has it in his or her power to help in 
both of these respects. One thousand more 
members would mean an increase of 
$3,500 to $4,000 a year in our income, 
and added endowments _ totalling 
$100,000 would add as much more. 
With such an increased income, the de- 
ficit would practically disappear. 

So let us each and all continually bear 
in mind the need of more members, so 
that when opportunity presents itself to se- 
cure an additional member, it should be 
taken. Let us also remember that we all 
have it in our power to bequeath the So- 
ciety something, however small, to the 
end that the sum total of such bequests 
may presently reach the $100,000 we re- 
quire. When all is said and done, our So- 
ciety has been in the past, is now, and al- 
ways will be, what the members make it; 
if we finance it properly, nothing can pre- 
vent its continued success. 








Report of the Corresponding Secretary 


Vir. WILLIAM SUMNER APPLETON 


O the President and Members of 
The Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities: 

I have the honor to present my thirtieth 
Annual Report as Corresponding Secre- 
tary and Real Estate Manager covering 
the year March 1, 1939, to March 1, 
1940. Following precedent, this report 
begins with the real estate acquisitions of 
the year. 


Alexander house, Springfield, 
Mass., 1811 

Among the most distinguished of the 
older houses of Springfield, Massachusetts, 
an outstanding example is the Alexander 
house on State Street. It was erected in 
1811 for Colonel James Byers from de- 
signs by Asher Benjamin, and stood origi- 
nally a short distance to the west of its 
present site, about where Elliot Street 
now enters State Street. In the process of 
moving, two small wings were eliminated 
and when set up on its new foundations a 
large ell was added at the back. The story 
of this acquisition is given at length with il- 
lustrations in our magazine, Oup- TIME 
New ENGLANnp for October, 1939, serial 
No. 98, and we only need to repeat here 
that the house came to us as the gift of 
Mrs. Pauline G. A. Fritts, Mrs. Anne E. 
Harris and Mr. Alexander Phillips. It 
was given with the privilege of removal to 
any other site that might best suit us, as 
the land was not offered with the house. 
It was then that the Society received as a 
gift from Mrs. James J. Storrow a sum 
not only sufficient to cover the purchase 
price of the land on which the house stands 
but also to provide a small balance appli- 
cable to repairs. The gift came too late in 
the fall to make feasible any recondition- 
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ing at that time but it is anticipated that 
this may be done in time to open the house 
for inspection this coming summer. 

‘The Alexander house and lot make one 
of the most outstanding gifts that the So- 
ciety has ever receieved and its sincerest 
thanks are due the kind donors through 
whose generosity it has so substantial], 
benefited. 


Indian Hill, West Newbury, Mass. 

In the closing days of December the 
Society received as a gift from Mr. Ben: 
P. P. Moseley the estate in West New- 
bury known, apparently since the arrival 
of the white man, as “‘Indian Hill.”’ This 
estate is variously estimated as containing 
from 110 to 140 acres; only a survey will 
establish the exact area. The land was 
acquired from the Indians by members of 
the Poore family and has been owned by 
them and their descendants ever since. 
Major Ben: Perley Poore was the last of 
the name to own the estate, leaving it to 
his grandson, Mr. Ben: Perley Poore 
Moseley, but with the life use to his father, 
Mr. Frederick S. Moseley. Mr. Ben: 
Perley Poore Moseley was born in the 
house and has always felt for it a strong 
affection. In addition to the land, this 
notable gift includes a mansion of some 
thirty-six rooms above the basement with 
about ten more in the superintendent’s 
wing; also large barns and several out- 
buildings. These form a closely related 
group of unusually prepossessing appear- 
ance. With the mansion came its contents. 

Although to the nucleus of the build- 
ings is ascribed a date of considerable an- 
tiquity the general impression is as of the 
second and third quarters of the nine- 
teenth century —a long rambling man- 
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sion of two and three stories, the origin of 
which is explained by the following ac- 
count handed down in the family. Early in 
the nineteenth century Ben: Perley Poore, 
as a boy, accompanied by his family, visited 
Abbotsford, the splendid country seat of 
Sir Walter Scott. It is further related, and 
easily believed, that he was tremendously 
impressed by what he saw, and particu- 
larly fascinated by the imposing assem- 
blage of wonderful objects redolent of the 
mysterious and romantic past. Completely 
thrilled, the enthusiastic boy determined 
that he would eventually do something 
along similar lines when, as a grown man, 
he should have a home of his own. Sir 
Walter is said to have encouraged this 
plan so heartily that the boy never forgot 
it, and years later when his opportunity 
came to do so, he started on the pursuit of 
his ideal. For the rest of his busy life Ma- 
jor Poore devoted himself whenever op- 
portunity and leisure permitted to the de- 
lightful and absorbing task of acquiring 
all within his reach that might improve 
and enrich his surroundings: the result is 
“Indian Hill.” 

The contents of the house are, as yet, of 
vast, although unknown quantity but ad- 
mittedly somewhat reduced from their 
maximum in Major Poore’s time. The 
distribution of these objects throughout an 
amazing succession of rooms, mystifying 
in their arrangement, produces an almost 
overwhelming effect upon the visitor 
making the rounds for the first time. He 
finds himself wondering how it is possible 
to keep one’s bearings on such a seem- 
ingly endless journey. The writer has 
found no difficulty in consuming some 
two hours on a trip through the rooms, 
the basement, the superintendent’s quar- 
ters, and the barns. One is led to speculate 
on the time that will be required when all 
is put into museum arrangement, with all 


empty spaces filled by exhibits sent down 
from the Society storage. 

It goes without saying that the adminis- 
tration of such a property presents many 
difficulties which this Society has not as 
yet encountered elsewhere. ‘To their solu- 
tion the Committee is giving its best 
thought in the hope that there may here 
be developed a regional museum compar- 
able to any outlying collection of the kind 
in New England. Our greatest difficulty 
arises from the fact that we approach this 
task with no endowment whatsoever. In- 
stead we have a small guarantee fund of 
$1,400 a year from a few friends of 
“Indian Hill.” It is their hope that by able 
concentration on the development of this 
property it may be made such a success as 
to enlist the support of enough others to 
ensure its ultimate financial security. 

To Mr. Ben: P. P. Moseley the Society 


1S deeply indebted for this wonderful gift. 


1. Swett-Ilsley house, before 1670, 
Newbury, Mass. 

Received IQII as the gift of a small 
group of subscribers; numbered 4-6 High 
Road, Newburyport P. O. This house 
was last year occupied only for a brief 
period. Arrangements have now been 
made for what it is hoped may prove an oc- 
cupancy for several years to come. The 
new custodian, Miss Lilian J. Franklin, is 
expected to move in during the spring and 
plans to carry on there a tea-room busi- 
ness, which should be helpful in opening 
the house to members and to the public. 

The great need of the property is en- 
dowment, and, in view of the fact that 
there must be living, hundreds, if not 
thousands, of descendants of Stephen 
Swett, it would seem as though there 
should be found among them some who 
would be able and willing to help provide 
It. 
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The Samuel Fowler House, Danversport, Mass. 


BUILT IN 1810, FROM A COPYRIGHTED PHOTOGRAPH MADE IN 1911! 
BY THE FRANK COUSINS ART CO, 


2. Samuel Fowler house, 1810, 


Danversport, Danvers, Mass. 
Received IQ12 as the gift of various 
subscribers; numbered 166 High Street. 
During the past year the custodianship of 
this house was given up by Mr. and Mrs. 
Stillwell and its care was turned over to 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Danforth. In 
their charge the house is excellently main- 
tained, with two rooms given over to the 
sale of a few small antiques of their own. 
The larger heater and additional radi- 
ators, mentioned in last year’s report, 
have all been installed, but the roof still 
needs to be re-shingled and the boundary 
fences require attention. Otherwise the 


house is in reasonably good condition and 
one of the Society’s more attractive prop- 
erties, well worth visiting. A mortgage of 
$2,000 should be paid off and the endow- 
ment of $72 1S, of course, negligible. The 
income from $10,000, or any part of it, 
could advantageously be used at this house. 


3. Cooper-Frost-Austin house, 
1657, Cambridge, Mass. 

Situated at 21 Linnaean Street. Re- 
ceived 1912 as the gift of a large number 
of subscribers. This house continues in the 
custodianship of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold 
Geissbuhler and is open to members and 
the public on Thursdays, from two to 
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four, practically the year round. 

Noteworthy is the fact that we made a 
final payment on the mortgage on the 
westerly of the three lots compris ng ths 
property. [his lot, on which stands the o'd 
carriage house at the end of the line of 
sheds, was bought in 1929 for $3,000. 
$1,000 of this was paid in cash, and for 
the remainder a mortgage of $2,000 was 
given, on which the last payment was 
made in June, 1939. It took us ten years 
to pay this mortgage but at last it has been 
done. There remain two mortgages of 
$2,000 each, one on the vacant corner 
lot and the other on that containing the 
old house. 

‘Towards the upkeep of this house the 
Board of ‘Trustees voted on April 132, 
1935, to apply as an endowment the be- 
quest of $5,000 received that year under 
the terms of the will of Miss Emma F. 
Munroe of Cambridge. Since she had al- 
ways been greatly interested in_ the 
Cooper-Frost-Austin house it was felt 
that this use of her bequest would have 
pleased her. 


4. “Scotch”-Bennett-Boardman 
house, 1651, Saugus, Mass. 

Numbered 61-67 Howard Street. Ac- 
quired by purchase in 1913-1914. Al- 
though this house was acquired twenty- 
seven years ago, it remains in need of 
much attention and presents many prob- 
lems. It has the distinction of being his- 
torically the most interesting of all our 
properties, connecting us directly with 
English and Scottish history by way of 
Oliver Cromwell and the Battle of Dun- 
bar. Here were sent a number of Scotch- 
men captured at that battle, and here 
they proved their worth to the country of 
their enforced adoption as permanent 
members of the community, presently 
marrying the daughters of their Puritan 


neighbors. ‘There must be countless de- 
scendants of these Scots now in America 
but, owing to the difficulty experienced by 
the Puritan clerks in wrestling with the 
spelling of these Scottish names, it is now 
almost impossible to determine who these 
descendants may be. 

Another distinction which this house 
enjoys it that we happen to know the 
builder’s name, Samuel Bennett, who was 
employed by The Undertakers of the 
Iron Works, to prepare a habitation for 
these Scotchmen. A proper restoration of 
this house, or what some might term its 
proper repair, would call for an expendi- 
ture of several thousand dollars, as a re- 
sult of which it should be perhaps the most 
interesting seventeenth-century wooden 
house of its type in America. For the sake 
of preserving its original character the 
house has not been modernized and lacks 
almost every convenience except running 
water in the kitchen sink. Eventually it 
must have a separate custodian’s quarters. 
The best way to build them might be as 
Mr. Wallace Nutting did in the case of 
the [ron Works house, also in Saugus, a 
mile or two away. There he installed his 
custodian in a small structure overlapping 
one corner of the house, a method ad- 
mirably suited to custodial supervision, 
while saving from modernization all that 
which was ancient. 

In attempting to secure help for this 
house we are handicapped owing to the 
fact that descendants of the Scots are with 
difficulty identified, descendants of the 
Boardman’s are not found in great num- 
bers, and some Scots have taken the posi- 
tion that the house is connected with a 
Scottish defeat and so not worthy of their 
interest. Possibly descendants of the Ben- 
nett name will be interested since their an- 
cestor was the builder. At all events, from 
one or more of these four sources support 
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for this house should be forthcoming; 
and they may all rest assured that the 
building is in every way worthy of their 
best efforts. It should be properly restored 
and furnished and so become one of 
America’s most visited shrines. 

Mr. and Mrs. O. M. Edmands are 
new custodians at this house so long ably 
cared for by Mrs. Duncan, now gone to 
the Provinces. 


5. Laws house, about 1800, Sharon, 
N. H. 

On the west side of the road between 
Peterborough and New Ipswich. Re- 
ceived as a gift in 1915 from Miss Alice 
FE. Neale, with money for repairs as the 
gift of Mrs. John Holmes Morison. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lowell R. Smith con- 
tinue their alternate week-end occupancy 
of this tiny cottage and will gladly show 
it when possible. ‘They help the Society by 
contributing much needed repairs but 
even this, with the addition of the rent, is 
not sufficient to meet requirements. In- 
come to date has been spent on the house 
which 1s in fair shape, much better than 
before Mr. Smith’s occupancy. The barn, 
needs a thorough overhauling, apt to prove 
rather costly, and to pay for which no 
funds are as yet in hand. A tiny endow- 
ment of only $3,000 would probably 
solve the problem of the upkeep of this 
quaint roadside cottage and barn. 


6. Harrison Gray Otis house, 1795, 
Boston, Mass. 

Situated at 141 Cambridge Street. Re- 
ceived in 1916 as the gift of a small group 
of members. This house continues as the 
Society’s headquarters and has been al- 
most entirely renovated during the past 
year. Such attention is the more necessary 
as Boston, since the coal strike of some 
three decades ago, has become a city of 


soft coal smoke to which has more re- 
cently been added the soot from oi] 
burners. As a result the city must unques- 
tionably be classified as a dirty one, a con- 
dition greatly adding to our housekeeping 
problems. In our renovation of the prem- 
ises, and contrary to modern practice, the 
floor color has been lightened, thereby 
curtailing our household labors. ‘The ex- 
perience of others to the contrary notwith- 
standing, the writer can only say that in 
his New England experience dark floors 
have not been found to be usual. Since it 
seems likely that most of the Otis floors 
were carpeted we may presently experi- 
ment with carpets in two bedrooms even 
though it is anticipated that the cost of 
cleaning unluckily will be increased. ‘The 
effect of the main stairway has been 
greatly improved by hanging on the walls 
the fine and large group portrait received 
as a gift from Mrs. Albion Dyer Wilde 
and Miss Helen E. Endicott. ‘The ap- 
pearance of the two planted spaces on the 
terrace has much improved by the fre- 
quent and capable attention of Mrs. J. B. 
Potter and Mrs. L. V. Briggs, who have 
had gratifying success in spite of the far 
too appreciative pickings of neighborhood 
children. 


7. Eleazer Arnold house, 1687, 
Lincoln, R. I. 

This property, on the Great Road, not 
far from Saylesville, was in 1918 re- 
ceived as a gift in memory of Sabra 
Arnold. Like the “Scotch” 
Saugus it is not only one of the Society’s 
very best seventeenth-century houses but 


house in 


one of the best in America, and its stone 
chimney the finest of all. Although the 
house came to us out of repair and with- 
out endowment or caretaker’s quarters tt 
now has an endowment of over $2,100, 
and our adjoining Croade house is the 
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Arnold House, Lincoln, B. J. 


THE CROADE HOUSE IS AT TH! 
home of the custodian. The mortgage in- 
curred for the erection of the latter has 
been reduced from $2,000 to $1,120. 
‘To the credit of this house we have at the 
moment $413, some of which must be 
spent on repairs and the balance on re- 
duction of the mortgage, As matters are 
now developing it seems as though in five 
Or SIX years we should have the mortgage 
paid off, setting us free gradually to im- 
prove the Arnold house itself. 

The income for this property comes 
from two sources, the Arnold house en- 
dowment and the Croade house rent, and 
the two together may, after extinguish- 
ing the mortgage, sufhce to keep the two 
houses from deterioration. However, it 


LEFT, JUST OUT OF THI 


PICTURI 


will not suffice for the proper care and 
improvement of the entire estate for 
which purpose added endowment would 
be extremely helpful. Among the large 
Arnold there 
must be some who could provide this, and 
to them it may be said that the sooner it 


number of descendants 


can be obtained the better for the prop- 
erty. The Arnold house is unfurnished. 


8. Quincy Memorial, Litchfield, 
Conn. 


A modern house with endowment, re- 
ceived in 1922 by bequest of Miss Mary 
Perkins Quincy. There is nothing new to 
report in the case of this property which 
must continue to be administered along 





‘ 


ea AS ee 


Ary 
’ TO 
ich 


ng 








Report of the Corresponding Secretary 121 





present lines for one lifetime. Its care is in 
the hands of a local committee every 
member of which belongs to the Litch- 
field Historical Society as well as to our 
own, 


g. Conant house, 1720, Townsend 
Harbor, Mass. 


On the Lunenburg road near its junc- 
tion with Route 2. The Society owns the 
reversion to this house, which 1s the prop- 
erty of Mrs. Leslie Taylor Stow for her 
life. It is 2 fascinating house of unusually 
pleasing location between the mill pond, 
the road, and the dam. Members are 
asked to bear in mind that it may be visited 
only by previous appointment with Virs. 
Stow, whose address Is 103 Hemenway 
Street, Boston. 


10. Abraham Browne, Jr., house, 
ca. 1698, Watertown, Mass. 

Situated at 562 Main Street, and re- 
ceived in 1923 asa gift by subscription. It 
is the oldest house in Watertown and one 
of the best remaining one-room houses 1n 
the country. It continues to be capably 
cared for by Mrs. Marcus Osborn and her 
family who have there an attractive tea 
room. The repairs last year were mainly 
limited to the outside clapboarding, a 
work which it is hoped to complete this 
coming year. This property is one of those 
carried at a recurring annual less, partly 
on account of an interest payment of 
$170.50 ona mortgage of $ 2,100.00. It 
would help greatly if this mortgage could 
be paid. 

Through the kindness of Miss Catha- 
rine W. Pierce we were permitted to 
print in our October magazine an ex- 
haustive article on the probable date of 
the Browne house. Whereas this had pre- 
viously been considered to be 1662, the 
investigations of Miss Pierce have shown 


{ 
~ 


that the house must have been built be- 
tween 1694 and 1703. For purposes of 
brevity the writer has selected arbitrarily 
ca. 1698. The Society is greatly indebted 
to Miss Pierce for her painstaking labors 
and for her kindness in giving us their re- 
sults. 


11. Jackson house, 1664, Ports- 
mouth, N. H. 


Received in 1924 as an anonymous 
gift, it stands on the corner of Northwest 
and Jackson Hill Streets. ‘his property 
consists not only of the Jackson house but 
also of a small cottage at the lower end of 
the lot which brings in a rental of $60 a 
year, about enough to pay for its upkeep. 
The Jackson house is the oldest in Ports- 
mouth and is perhaps, after the Fairbanks 
house in Dedham, the most picturesque in 
New England. It had six hundred visitors 
during the past year. Last summer a small 
part of the cellar wall collapsed and had 
to be repaired but the property iS on the 
whole in good condition, The chimney 
repair needs to be completed, and then, 
from such evidence as has survived, we 
must replace the east chamber over-man- 
tel which had been removed and almost 
wholly destroyed before we acquired the 
house. 

A small endowment would help this 
property immensely, more especially as we 
hope to administer it without that mod- 
ernization which the presence of a paying 
tenant would necessitate. However, if 
bad times continue and no endowment is 
forthcoming we may find ourselves 
obliged to make unwelcome concessions. 


12. Richard Derby’s MclIntire-de- 
signed barn, Watertown, Mass. 

Acquired by purchase in 1924-1925, 
it was removed from Peabody when 
threatened with demolition and now 
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Jackson House, Portsmouth, N. BH. 


stands on our Browne house lot. In the 
Society's accounts this building is bracket- 
ed with the Browne house and its barn, 
but properly should have a maintenance 
fund of its own. An endowment of 
$3,000 would probably suffice, and since 
the building was owned by the Derby 
family and its facade is believed to have 
been designed by McIntire it would seem 
as though this should be forthcoming. No 
work has been done on the barn this past 
year, and it continues to be used for the 
storage of vehicles and a miscellaneous lot 
of furniture for which we have as yet no 
appropriate house. 


13. Chaplin-Clark-Williams house, 
1671, Rowley, Mass. 

The oldest house in town; received in 
1925 as the gift of an anonymous mem- 
ber; situated on Bradford Street. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Williams, of whom the house 
was bought, subject to a life interest, died 


this winter and the house is now entirel 
in our hands. It has an endowment of 

2,430 bringing in an income of about 
$35 a year. 

We shall presently repair and renovate 
the house for a new custodian. Hereafter 
there must be a steady, though gradual, 
Improvement of this property. ‘The house 
has been far too much modernized and 
must be repaired along the lines of a 
proper restoration. The roof should re- 
quire no expenditure for a long time to 
come as it was put into excellent repair 
two years ago through the generosity of 
the original donor. The barns and out- 
buildings are greatly in need of re-shin- 
gling and general repair. When the road 
was widened the old stone wall disap- 
peared and this should be put back to- 
gether with some other fencing near the 
house. Much can be done to improve the 
appearance and general attractiveness of 
this property which has a somewhat mod- 











Report of the Corresponding Secretary 123 








The Chaplin-Clark-Williams House, Rowley, Mass. 


ern appearance as the result of injudi- 


cious “improvement.” 

14. Richard Derby house, 1761, 
Salem, Mass. 

On Derby Street. Acquired by pur- 
chase in 1927. Presented to the United 
States in 1936. 

Although no longer ours we can never 
lose interest in this house which has been 
consolidated with the Salem Maritime 
National Historic Site, of which Mr. Ed- 
win W. Small continues as superintend- 
ent. 

A careful investigation of the color 
schemes in the house, started by us when 
we acquired the property and undertook 
our restoration and repairs, will now be 
carried to a successful conclusion. Work 
on the grounds is far advanced and as a 
result the outlook is more attractive than 
at any time for years past. ‘The removal 


of the modern shops has been most bene- 
ficial as has also been the thorough re- 
pair of the adjoining Hawkes house be- 
yond which stands the old Custom House. 
These three buildings in a row face Derby 
Wharf and are part of the Site. Beyond 
the Custom House stands the house built 
before 1816 by Benjamin W. Crownin- 
shield; now owned and occupied by the 
Home for Aged Women. Next west of 
this stands the Simon Forrester house, 
1790, and we risk nothing in saying that 
it would be a great improvement to the 
Historic Site if that house too could be ac- 
quired. The danger is that at some time it 
may be radically altered and so menace 
the unity of the shore view from Derby 
Wharf, which would be permanently 
safeguarded could this house but be se- 
cured. The blunder made some years ago 
by the removal of the Benjamin Felt 
house, erected in 1799 and formerly 
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standing between the Forrester and 
Crowninshield houses, becomes more ap- 
parent as one views the now gaping open 
space where it once stood, Far better 
would it have been for the ancient aspect 
of this part of Salem if that house had 
been left standing. 

Could the Miles Ward house next west 
of the Forrester also be acquired for the 
Site, it would be a wonderful gain. It is 
well worth saving and was bought by 
Richard Derby who lived and died there 
and here too were born all his children. 
Among these was the famous Elias Has- 
ket Derby, destined later to build at the 
other end of the street the mansion of al- 
most fabulous beauty, torn down so soon 
after because no one in Salem could afford 
to live in it. 

We shall naturally watch with interest 
the development of this National Historic 
Site knowing that it was our purchase of 
the Derby house and the fact that we car- 
ried it at great cost for many years that 
served to preserve it and to make possible 
our gift of it to the United States. 

About one-half of the furniture in the 
house belongs to our Society and we may 
be certain that should the Government 
ever give up Its policy of maintaining Na- 
tional Historic Sites we would be in line to 
receive back again the property which we 
so generously surrendered. 


15. Crocker Tavern, 1754, Barn- 
stable, Mass. 

Received in 1927, with an endow- 
ment, as the bequest of Mrs. David 
Crocker, this house stands on the main 
road just west of Barnstable village. Our 
custodians continue to be the Misses Gib- 
son and their mother. 

The endowment of $9,420 suffices for 
the upkeep of the building but not of the 
grounds, Could a similar sum be added it 





would permit the gradual restoration o| 
the once lovely garden in which Mrs. 
Crocker took such pride. The house is 
structurally in good condition and_ its 
furnishings are being continually im- 
proved. It will, however, be a matter of 
many years before it can be shown to best 
advantage through final restoration and 
adequate furnishings. It is gratifying to 
record that the Barnstable Historical So- 
clety is taking an interest in this house and 
may before long cooperate with Us, 


16. Short house, 1733, Newbury, 
Mass. 

Received in 1927 as the gift of two 
members and numbered 33 on the High 
Road between Parker River and New- 
buryport, at the corner of Rolfe’s Lane. 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Sandberg con- 
tinued as our custodians. General repairs, 
including some to the heater, were paid 
for out of house income, but it would be 
not only rash but inaccurate to deduce 
from this that the house needs no endow- 
ment. As in the case of several of our 
properties, there should be here shed space, 
some part of which might also lend itself 
as a garage. The house is underfurnished 
and will, as the years pass, call for larger 
expenditure for repairs than happened to 
be required last year. The charm of this 
house has never been so attractively 
shown as in the wonderful photograph 
taken by Mr. Samuel Chamberlain and 
here reproduced with the kind permission 
of The American Scene. 


17. Rebecca Nurse house, 1678, 
Danvers, Mass. 


Received in 1 27 as the oift of the Re- 
becca Nurse Memorial Association. En- 
trance from Pine Street. Our custodians 
continue to be Mr. and Mrs. George B. 
Gordon, and the property is in better re- 





tr 
: Bay get c= ~~ 
oat Sey 


House, Neu York 


Che Short House 


NEWBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 














Old-Time New England 








Rebecca Nurse Bouse, Danvers, Mass. 


pair than for many years past. 

Two large items of expense were $206 
for the care of the trees and $126 for re- 
surfacing the driveways. The damage to 
the trees, while possibly in part due to the 
hurricane, was largely the result of past 
neglect and old age. The dead and dying 
trees will presently be replaced by new 
ones which in their turn will give the 
house its proper setting for the next cen- 
tury and a half. 

The land is taxed, since we let it for 
farming purposes, and the taxes, plus the 
two items mentioned above, amounted 
last year to $487. Nevertheless, this estate 
was not a drain on our resources because 
we hold it free from mortgage and with 
an endowment of $4,750. That is not to 
say, however, that additional endow- 
ment would not be welcome, for the add- 
ed income would permit us to achieve 


many ideal objectives, such as buying 
more and better furniture, repairing the 
barns, improving the garden, repairing 
fences and walls; in short all those desir- 
able things sure to be passed over for more 
imperative necessities unless money 
enough is on hand with which to look 
after them. There will always be work to 
be done with income from a larger en- 
dowment, and descendants are urged to 
bear this in mind. 


18. “Drummer” Samuel 
house, 1694, Hanover, Mass. 


Stetson 


Received in 1928 as the gift of Dr. 
Lloyd Vernon Briggs. At Hanover Cen- 
ter, next east from the Public Library. ‘To 
his original endowment gift of $3,000 
Dr. Briggs has now added $2,000, given 
in memory of his sister, Miss Velma 
Briggs. ‘This action was not only pecul- 
































“Drummer” Stetson Bouse, Hanover, Mass. 


iarly welcome but exceedingly generous, 
since Dr. Briggs has himself for years 
past, in fact ever since presenting the 
house twelve years ago, met all deficits in 
operating expenses. The house continues 
in the care of Mrs. Frances Fuller, who 
keeps its appearance most creditable to the 
Society. 


19. Tristram Coffin, Jr., house, ca. 
1651, Newbury, Mass. 

At 14 High Road; gift of Mrs. Arthur 
M. Merriam in 1929. It has the benefit 
of the income from a $4,780 endowment 
fund which during the past year brought 
in about $180. In addition it receives about 
$250 a year from the trust fund estab- 
lished by the late Miss Elizabeth S. ‘Tap- 
pan and administered by the Boston Safe 
Deposit and Trust Company. These sums 
suffice for the urgent requirements of the 


house but are not enough to do the prop- 
erty justice. This is the condition of most 
of our properties, a fact to be borne in 
mind by descendants able to give the an- 
cestral home further help. 

The custodians, Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liam MacHugh, continue to keep every- 
thing in fine condition, and the grounds 
are among the best cared for that we own. 


20. Colonel John Thacher house, 
1680, Yarmouthport, Mass. 

Received as a gift with endowment in 
1929. On the main street at the easterly 
end of the village. Mrs. Charles M. Hay- 
den, our custodian for many years, has 
announced that she can no longer con- 
tinue and accordingly someone else will 
be installed during the coming year. 

The house and out-buildings are all in 
pretty good condition but the heating 

















Old-Time New England 





> -v 


Mie 4 ee 
The Emerson-BHoward House, Ipswich, Mass. 


FROM A PHOTOGRAPH MADI 


plant must this coming year be renewed. 
At the same time the whole house might 
advantageously be renovated. Judicious 
restoration here is a future need, for, like 
the Crocker Tavern, the Thacher house 
creates a false impression owing to the 
fact that the central chimney was re- 
moved many years ago and in its place are 
found two tiny modern chimneys, which 
rob it of much original dignity. ‘This is 
particularly noticeable since our adjoining 
Winslow Crocker house has its central 
chimney and in its new location is rapidly 
coming to look as though it had always 
stood there. 


21. Emerson-Howard house, 1745, 
Ipswich, Mass. 


Received in 1929 as the gift of Mrs. 
Arthur W. Dow, and situated at 41 
Turkey Shore Road. Mr. and Mrs. Sam- 
uel M. Green continue as our custodians. 








ABOUT 1900 


‘The improvements at this house have 
been limited almost wholly to the installa- 
tion of additional exhibits and a few more 
rugs. The house itself needs a great deal 
in the way of repairs and these cannot 
much longer be delayed. The endow- 
ment of $2,830 is most helpful but 
should, of course, be considerably en- 
larged. 


22. Peter Tufts house, 1678, Med- 
ford, Mass. 

Received as a gift by popular subscrip- 
tion in 1930, and numbered 350 on 
Riverside Avenue. Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Bicknell have again contributed to the 
maintenance of this house, of which they 
are custodians. Apart from a slight addi- 
tion by way of furniture nothing of note 
has been done here by us during the past 
year, the Society’s policy being one of 


marking time while the endowment 








p- 
on 
ed 
he 
icy 
di- 
ote 


ast 


of 


ent 














Report of the Corresponding Secretary 








Che Peter Tufts Bouse, Medford, Mass. 


THE FRONT OF THE TUFTS HOUSE, PHOTOGRAPH MADE ABOUT 1860 


slowly grows. The house is meanwhile 
occupied, kept in excellent repair by the 
custodians, and open to vis:tors. Eventu- 
ally a careful restoration will have to be 
undertaken after which the house should 
take its place as one of the best and most 
visited in the Society’s possession. 


23. Croade house, ca. 1700, Sayles- 
ville, Town of Lincoln, R. I. 

Received in 1930 as a gift, and stand- 
ing immediately behind our Eleazer 
Arnold house. 

This house continues to be occupied by 
Mr. and Mrs. P. F. Hodgkins, custodians 
of the Arnold house. It is kept in good re- 
pair but is not yet quite paid for, the re- 


maining debt being represented by the 
mortgage of $1,120 on the entire Ar- 
nold house lot. Within the next four or 
five years this mortgage should be wiped 
out after which the Society will find itself 
at liberty seriously to begin the repair and 
restoration of the Arnold house itself. 


24. Spaulding Grist Mill, ca. 1840, 
Townsend Harbor, Mass. 

Received as a gift of the Spaulding 
family in 1930 and standing at the begin- 
ning of the Lunneburg road. This prop- 
erty has marked time during the past year 
while plans for its future use were being 
discussed by the committee having in its 
charge both this building and the Cooper- 
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age Shop across the road. Meanwhile, 
visitors have been admitted on request. 
Some time before long the roof must be 
re-shingled for the sheets of leatherboard 
with which it came to us as a Covering 
have about reached the end of their period 
of usefulness. 


25. Captain Jewett house, 1774— 
Sarah Orne Jewett Memorial, South 
Berwick, Me. 


26. Eastman Community house, 
1851, South Berwick, Me. 

Received in 1931 by bequest of Dr. 
Theodore Jewett Eastman and standing 
side by side in the center of the village. 
There was a change in custodians and 
they are now in the hands of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Burleigh. The Jewett house 
has been kept in excellent condition and 
the Eastman house was never in better 
shape than now. These results have been 
attained through moderate but continual 
expenditures over a long term of years 
with generous assistance from the chair- 
man of the committee in charge. The 
Jewett house remains empty and un- 
heated the year round and is shown to 
visitors only during the summertime. The 
Eastman house, which serves as custodi- 
an’s quarters, is occupied throughout the 
year. 


27. Captain Bennett house, 1810, 
Fairhaven, Mass. 

Received with much mahogany furni- 
ture in 1932 by bequest of Miss Clara 
Bennett and numbered 199 Main Street. 
Miss Maria W. Bruce continues as our 
custodian. 

Since the property was received with- 
out endowment and considerably run 
down it is necessary to feel our way very 
carefully in order that the drain on the 
Society’s resources shall be as small as pos- 


sible. While much remains to be done, it 
is our hope gradually from year to year to 
improve this house to the point where it 
may become a truly interesting and edu- 
cational exhibit. This is emphatically one 
of the houses that needs endowment. 


28. Squash house, ca. 1750 (?), 
Marblehead, Mass. 

Received in 1929 as the gift of the 
heirs of Miss Anne Hampton Barnes, and 
situated at 61 Elm Street. This was an 
old fish shed, formerly on some Marble- 
head wharf, and later moved inland for 
use by the Gregory Seed Company as a 
place in which to dry squashes. It is now 
leased to Mr. H. D. Hodgkinson for use 
as a summer house and withdrawn from 
inspection. The expenses of the last year 
were almost wholly concerned with 
drainage problems which proved expen- 
sive, but have been adequately solved and 
should give no more trouble for many 
years to come. 


29. Peabody Burying Ground, 
1736, Middleton, Mass., situated on 
East Street. 


30. Smith Burying Ground, 1775, 
Middleton, Mass., situated on Mt. 
Vernon Street near the center of the 
village of Middleton. 

These two graveyards were received in 
1932 with an endowment fund as the gift 
of the Society’s President, Mr. William 
Crowninshield Endicott. ‘The custodian 
continues to be Mrs. George Francis 
Dow, who manages to set aside every year 
a small unexpended balance to be added 
to the principal. It is hoped eventually to 
restore this fund to the original $10,000 
from which, at the request of the donor, 
almost $4,000 was taken in order to pay 
for the beautiful monument set up in the 
Peabody cemetery. 
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Captain Thomas Bennett Bouse, Fairhaven, Mass. 


31. Simon Colton house, 1734, 
Longmeadow, Mass. 

Received in 1934 as the gift of the 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Sabin W. Col- 
ton, Jr., and numbered 787 on Long- 
meadow Street opposite the Common. 

This continues to be let to a tenant and 
closed to all visitors excepting such as car- 
ry letters of introduction from the So- 
ciety’s office. Constant improvements in 
the condition of the house have gone hand 
in hand with the reduction of a small in- 
debtedness against it. As the years go by it 
should be possible to increase the balance 
to its credit and in this way eventually to 
build up an endowment fund. This will, 
however, be such a slow process that a 
couple of generations may well have come 
and gone before we find ourselves with 
sufficient means to restore the house to its 
ancient condition and so to use it as an ed- 


ucational museum house of the period of 
its erection. It is hoped that members of 
the family and friends of the house may 
find it possible to help speed this process. 
Mr. Henry M. Clark, Jr., realtor, of 


Springfield, continues in charge. 


32. Winslow Crocker house, eight- 
eenth century, Yarmouthport, Mass. 

Received as a gift in 1935. On the 
main street in Yarmouthport about one 
hundred yards to the east of our Colonel 
John Thacher house. Occupied in sum- 
mer by a custodian but not yet open to in- 
spection by our members and the public, 
although it is hoped that it may be so 
opened this year. ‘Through the generosity 
of a member, the Society has here, the 
Winslow Crocker and the Colonel John 
Thacher houses, an outstanding pair of 
old Cape Cod houses, certain to become 
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an educational asset of outstanding im- 
portance to the Cape. 


33. “Bleakhouse,” ca. 
Peterborough, N. H. 

Received in 1935 as the gift of Samuel 
Eliot Morison. About half a mile from 
the village, on the Temple Mountain 
Road. ‘The house has continued in the 
hands of Miss Lucy Elliott, maintained 
as a guest house amply furnished and with 
excellent table. The view of Mt. Monad- 
nock from the western windows is one of 
the best. 


1796 (?), 


34. Cooperage Shop, ca. 
Townsend Harbor, Mass. 


1845, 


Received in 1936 as the gift of Hon. 
Huntley N. Spaulding, Hon. Rolland H. 
Spaulding and their sister, Mrs. Walter 
Armington Potter. It is situated on the 
Lunenburg road directly opposite our 
Spaulding Grist Mill and just across the 
river from the Conant house. 

This Cooperage Shop is at one end of a 
dam over which the water pours for much 
of the year, the side of the building being 
on the artificial mill pond which formerly 
supplied power for our Spaulding Grist 
Mill. ‘This distinctive location has many 
possibilities, long evident, but put to ad- 
vantage for the first time this year when 
the beginning of a summer tea room was 
simply but successfully made. It was ex- 
perimental, paid no rent and made no 
contribution towards the maintenance of 
the building. It seems likely that this tea 
room will continue in operation this com- 
ing year when, having already established 
itself and become somewhat known, it 
may be expected to attract a continually 
increasing number of visitors. It had been 
hoped that the building could remain open 
during the winter but it was found impos- 
sible to heat it even with the help of 


abundant wood fires in the old coopers’ 
fireplaces. 


35. Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson- 
Pitman house, ca. 1700, Newport, R. I. 

Acquired by popular subscription in 
1937. At number 228 Spring Street, 
corner of John. 

This house was operated at a substan- 
tial loss during the past year as the result 
of extensive improvements. Ihe exterior, 
some of the interior, the grounds, and 
most of the fences, were repaired and 
renovated, with the result that for the 
first time in many years the improved ap- 
pearance much favorable com- 
ment. The north fence still needs repairs 
as does some of the roof, work which will 
probably be undertaken this year. ‘Those 


caused 


interested in helping the Society care for 
this house should know that a distinct 
handicap is the mortgage of $4,600, the 
interest on which is $276. If this could be 
paid off the burden of carrying the house 
would be greatly lightened. What would 
help still further would be an endowment 
fund of $5,000 to care for the inside of 
the house as well as a similar endowment 
for the exterior and the grounds. Our 
custodian is Miss Alice G. Banning, who 
looks after the welfare of the property 
with unusual interest and devotion, Our 
tenants are the Newport Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and Miss Helen 
O'Neill, interior decorator. We bespeak 
for Miss O’Neill the patronage of our 
members and can assure them that every 
report we have received concerning her 
work of the 
character. 


has been most favorable 


36. Colonel Josiah Quincy house, 
1770, Quincy, Mass. 

Received in 1937 as the gift of various 
subscribers. In the Wollaston section of 
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Mawdsley-Gardner-atson-Pitman Bouse, Newport, R. J. 


Quincy, at 20 Muirhead Street. 

At this house the Society has succeeded 
in making an astonishingly attractive be- 
ginning. The property came to us in a 
much run down condition and quite un- 
furnished. We have made of the ell a 
satisfactory custodian’s quarters with its 
own heating plant and electric lighting. 
In the main house another heater has been 
installed and there the temperature was 
kept at about 45 during the whole win- 
ter. Ihe Abigail Phillips Quincy Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
began holding meetings here in the fall 
and for those occasions the house was 
made comfortably warm, as also when 
our Society’s representatives worked there 
during the winter. In general the house 
may be said to be about three-fifths fur- 
nished and contains little that is inappro- 





priate; numerous loans have been re- 
ceived from Mr. Edmund Quincy. The 
financial assistance of Miss Alice Bache 
Gould and Mr. Arthur Wendell has re- 
mained vital, as in the past. All of the 
boundary fences need attention; the gar- 
den should be brought back and main- 
tained and the lawns restored. 

As for the renovation of the house it- 
self, in the principal parlor only has an at- 
tempt been made to carry this out prop- 
erly. The sitting room, dining room and 
kitchen, as well as the bedrooms and hall- 
ways, all call for repapering and painting 
and new light fixtures. Of importance 
also is the need of appropriate window 
hangings throughout the house. How- 
ever, following the theory that Rome was 
not built in a day the Society is trying to 
bring back this house as rapidly as fi- 
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an educational asset of outstanding im- 
portance to the Cape. 


33. “Bleakhouse,” ca. 
Peterborough, N. H. 

Received in 1935 as the gift of Samuel 
Eliot Morison. About half a mile from 
the village, on the Temple Mountain 
Road. The house has continued in the 
hands of Miss Lucy Elliott, maintained 
as a guest house amply furnished and with 
excellent table. The view of Mt. Monad- 
nock from the western windows Is one of 
the best. 


1796 (?), 


34. Cooperage Shop, ca. 1845, 
Townsend Harbor, Mass. 

Received in 1936 as the gift of Hon. 
Huntley N. Spaulding, Hon. Rolland H. 
Spaulding and their sister, Mrs. Walter 
Armington Potter. It is situated on the 
Lunenburg road directly opposite our 
Spaulding Grist Mill and just across the 
river from the Conant house. 

This Cooperage Shop is at one end of a 
dam over which the water pours for much 
of the year, the side of the building being 
on the artificial mill pond which formerly 
supplied power for our Spaulding Grist 
Mill. ‘This distinctive location has many 
possibilities, long evident, but put to ad- 
vantage for the first time this year when 
the beginning of a summer tea room was 
simply but successfully made. It was ex- 
perimental, paid no rent and made no 
contribution towards the maintenance of 
the building. It seems likely that this tea 
room will continue in operation this com- 
ing year when, having already established 
itself and become somewhat known, it 
may be expected to attract a continually 
increasing number of visitors. It had been 
hoped that the building could remain open 
during the winter but it was found impos- 
sible to heat it even with the help of 


abundant wood fires in the old coopers 
fireplaces. 


35. Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson- 
Pitman house, ca. 1700, Newport, R. I. 

Acquired by popular subscription in 
1937. At number 228 Spring Street, 
corner of John. 

This house was operated at a substan- 
tial loss during the past year as the result 
of extensive improvements, The exterior, 
some of the interior, the grounds, and 
most of the fences, were repaired and 
renovated, with the result that for the 
first time in many years the improved ap- 
pearance caused much favorable com- 
ment. The north fence still needs repairs 
as does some of the roof, work which will 
probably be undertaken this year. ‘Thos 
interested in helping the Society care for 
this house should know that a distinct 
handicap is the mortgage of $4,600, the 
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interest on which is $276. If this could be 
paid off the burden of carrying the house 
would be greatly lightened. What would 
help still further would be an endowment 
fund of $5,000 to care for the inside of 
the house as well as a similar endowment 
for the exterior and the grounds. Our 
custodian is Miss Alice G. Banning, who 
looks after the welfare of the property 
with unusual interest and devotion. Our 
tenants are the Newport Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and Miss Helen 
©’Neill, interior decorator. We bespeak 
for Miss O’Neill the patronage of our 
members and can assure them that every 
report we have received concerning her 
work has been of the most favorable 
character. 

36. Colonel Josiah Quincy house, 
1770, Quincy, Mass. 


Received in 1937 as the gift of Various 
subscribers. In the Wollaston section of 
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Mawdslev-Gardner-Tatson-Pitman Bouse, Newport, R. J. 


Quincy, at 20 Muirhead Street. 

At this house the Society has succeeded 
in making an astonishingly attractive be- 
ginning. Ihe property came to us in a 
much run down condition and quite un- 
furnished. We have made of the ell a 
satisfactory custodian’s quarters with its 
own heating plant and electric lighting. 
In the main house another heater has been 
installed and there the temperature was 
kept at about 45° during the whole win- 
ter. Ihe Abigail Phillips Quincy Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
began holding meetings here in the fall 
and for those occasions the house was 
made comfortably warm, as also when 
our Society’s representatives worked there 
during the winter. In general the house 
may be said to be about three-fifths fur- 
nished and contains little that is inappro- 


priate; numerous loans have been re- 
ceived from Mr. Edmund Quincy. The 
financial assistance of Miss Alice Bache 
Gould and Mr. Arthur Wendell has re- 
mained vital, as in the past. All of the 
boundary fences need attention; the gar- 
den should be brought back and main- 
tained and the lawns restored. 

As for the renovation of the house it- 
self, in the principal parlor only has an at- 
tempt been made to carry this out prop- 
erly. The sitting room, dining room and 
kitchen, as well as the bedrooms and hall- 
ways, all call for repapering and painting 
and new light fixtures. Of importance 
also is the need of appropriate window 
hangings throughout the house. How- 
ever, following the theory that Rome was 
not built in a day the Society is trying to 
bring back this house as rapidly as fi- 
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Colonel Josiah Quincy Mansion, Tlollaston, Quincy, Mass. 


SEEN FROM THE SOUTHWEST ABOUT 13890 


nances permit. Our success to date has 
been highly gratifying, and will doubtless 
be continued next year with further good 
results. 


37. The Thomas Woodbridge 
house, 1810, Salem, Mass. 

Situated at 48 Bridge Street and ac- 
quired in 1938 as the gift of a small group 
of admirers of the work of Samuel Mc- 
Intire, the architect and builder. This 
house came to us absolutely without en- 
dowment and was accepted by the Board 
only on the condition that two of its mem- 
bers should see to it that the Society would 
not be out of pocket through its acquisi- 
tion. As a result it has been administered 
in such a way as to produce income while 


at the same time being partly open for in- 
spection by the public. The lower floor 1s 
occupied by three dealers in antiques, and 
a gilder, with the third floor almost en- 
tirely given over to the Society for storage 
of articles not yet distributed among its 
various houses. Of the four second floor 
rooms one is occupied nights for the pro- 
tection of the building and two or three 
others will presently be fitted up as period 
rooms open to visitors. 

This property has been greatly im- 
proved during the past year but much re- 
mains to be done. A portion of the cornice 
requires attention, the entire roof should 
be covered with slates, the walls should 
be pointed, and the exterior wood trim 
painted; the front porch should be re- 
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placed, the side doorway repaired and fi- 
nally, the street fences should be put back. 
This brief summary shows that there 1s 
much to be done and but little money with 
which to do it. Apparently we have a long 
pull ahead of us in order to restore this 
house successfully. Anyone desiring to 
help speed the work in order that it may 
sooner be properly completed and the 
house furnished is heartily welcome to 
help with the necessary financing. Gifts, 
large or small, will be most acceptable and 
particularly objects connected with the 
Woodbridge family which lived here, 
should it be possible to identify any. 


38. Nehemiah Royce house, 1672, 
Wallingford, Connecticut. 

Numbered 538 North Main Street; 
acquired in 1939 as a gift from Miss 
Helen E. Royce. With it came the con- 
tents, a splendid collection of old furniture 
of country house type and largely from 
the surrounding countryside. Very little 
had to be done to the house itself for 
which Miss Royce is now the custodian. 
The formal opening must await the re- 
erection of the chimney, towards which 
our architect, Mr. J. Frederick Kelly, 
estimates that we should have $1,000 on 
hand before beginning operations. Of this 
we now have $505, leaving a balance of 
$495 to be raised. This chimney 1s un- 
questionably the principal need at the 
moment; it should be rebuilt during the 
coming year. 

The most important development of 
the past year was the purchase of the bal- 
ance of the lot immediately in front of the 
house and owned by Miss Royce. It had 
always been her intention that this should 
go with the house but the encumbrance of 
a mortgage made is impossible of accept- 
ance. During the year this mortgage was 


paid off by Miss Royce with the help of a 


loan from our Society which loan, with 
reduced interest, gradually is being re- 
paid. As a result of the acquisition of this 
lot the front of the house is reasonably 
protected against future encroachment. 


Summary of Real Estate 
The properties listed above number 

forty. Of these we can dismiss one as be- 
ing Uncle Sam’s worry rather than ours, 
namely, the Richard Derby house m 
Salem, which our Society presented to the 
Federal Government in 1938. It is con- 
tinued on our list simply as a property to 
be accounted for and because its fate will 
always be of interest to our members, 
since we bought and for nine years owned 
it, and because it still contains much fur- 
niture belonging to the Society. Apart 
from the Derby house there are six- 
teen properties which are fairly well situ- 
ated financially and make few if any de- 
mands on the Society’s general income. 
But this is not to imply that increased en- 
dowment would not be welcome in each 
case. [he list is as follows: 

Cooper-Frost-Austin house 

Quincy Memorial 

Crocker tavern 

Rebecca Nurse house 

‘““Drummer’”’ Samuel Stetson house 

Tristram Coffin, Jr., house 

Colonel John Thacher house 

Emerson-Howard house 

Peter Tufts house 

Croade house 

Squash house 

Peabody Burying Ground 

Smith Burying Ground 

Simon Colton house 

Winslow Crocker house 

Alexander house 


Fight properties may be said to be 
border-line cases with income barely suf- 
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ficient to meet expenses even when these 
are pared down below the proper figure. 
These can be relied upon to require occa- 
sional assistance from the general funds 
and so to add to the Society’s annual de- 
ficit. In 
creased endowment is needed to protect 


each case endowment or in- 


the Society’s treasury. These are: 


Eleazer Arnold house 
Chaplin-Clarke-Williams house 
Captain Jewett house 

Eastman Community house 
Captain Bennett house 

Colonel Josiah Quincy house 
‘Thomas Woodbridge house 
Nehemiah Royce house 


Finally comes the third list of fifteen 
properties. In this will be found the Con- 
ant house, not yet ours, but which will later 
come without endowment. Each of these 
is sure to be a recurring drain on the So- 
ciety’s annual income. As will readily be 
seen, there are among them some of our 
best houses which we had to protect even 
at some financial risk. It would have been 
unthinkable to have abandoned them to 
their fate, certain destruction for almost 
half of their number. Each of these prop- 
erties should have its own endowment in 
sums ranging from a possible $3,000 for 
the Laws house and Derby barn, to a sub- 
stantially larger figure for our headquar- 
ters, the Otis house, and our outlying 
museum at Indian Hill. These are: 


Swett-IIsley house 

Samuel Fowler house 
“Scotch’”’-Bennett-Boardman house 
Laws house 

Harrison Gray Otis house 

Conant house 

Abraham Browne, Jr., house 
Jackson house 


-_ 


Richard Derby’s McIntire-designe 
barn 

Short house 

Spaulding Grist Mill 

““Bleakhouse”’ 

Cooperage Shop 

Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson-Pit- 
man house 


“Tndian Hill” 


In almost every instance when the So- 
ciety has bought real estate the purchas 
price has been furnished by a group of 
subscribers. Otherwise properties hav: 
come by cift or by bequest. ‘This seems dif- 
ficult of comprehension by the public at 
large, which is continually offering desir- 
able properties for purchase and finding 
it hard to believe that we are not supplied 
with ample means with which to securé 
them. 


Future Acquisitions 

Ever since our properties became ten 
or a dozen in number, there have been 
those to say that we should cease adding 
to our list and simply devote our energies 
to devoloping what we have. Just what 
these friends expect will happen to other 
antiquities of New England is not made 
clear. In reply the writer can only say 
that, as the Society’s founder, he never 
had any conception of so small a corpora- 
tion as these people appear to visualize. If 
the National ‘Trust of Great Britain can 
handle without friction its fine list of over 
one hundred properties we should be able 
to do as well. They are continually adding 
to the number and it is the writer’s con- 
tention that we should do the same. Fur- 
thermore, within limits, it is easier to 
handle many properties than a few, for in 
the former case it Is more economical to 
employ the whole time of competent tech- 
nicians since the cost can be distributed 
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over such a large number of properties 
that the share of each one becomes com- 
paratively negligible. 


Wentworth-Gardner and Tobias 
Lear houses, Portsmouth, N. H. 

Followers of our annual reports over a 
period of years will recall that we have ad- 
ministered the Wentworth-Gardner 
house and the ‘Tobias Lear house for some 
seven or eight years. The first was under 
an option of purchase from the Metropoli- 
tan Museum of Art, and the second under 
a similar agreement with the individual 
owner. Last fall a Portsmouth attorney, 
acting for his client, offered to take over 
both of these properties, organizing for 
their preservation a separate holding cor- 
poration under the laws of New Hamp- 
shire, providing the balance of the pur- 
chase price of each, and supplying an en- 
dowment of $20,000 for their upkeep. 
This proposition came from most responsi- 
ble people and would save the Society the 
burden of raising some $30,000. As it 
took us several years to raise less than 
$5,000 it seemed the part of wisdom to 
step aside and allow this new Portsmouth 
organization to take over these properties 
at this point and carry them through to a 
successful conclusion. ‘The Metropolitan 
Museum agreed with this point of view 
and their Board of Directors and our 
‘Trustees took the necessary steps to give 
direction to this change of policy. It was 
not without keen regret that our Board 
did this for we have been associated for 
many years with the Wentworth-Gardner 
house which ranks as one of the very best 
seventeenth-century houses in America, 
and with the ‘Tobias Lear house, which 
through its association with the Washing- 
ton family, ranks as one of the most his- 
torical houses in New England. How- 
ever, this seeming the wisest course to 


pursue our Board has voted to relinquish 
our claims and presently the new corpora- 
tion will take title and assume the care of 
administration. It is expected that the 
transfer will be completed before the 
summer season. 


Frost Graveyard, Newcastle, N. H. 


‘The income of our fund of $1,000, 
held for the benefit of this graveyard, has 
been spent under the direction of our fel- 
low member, Mr. Paul Frost. As a result 
this tiny graveyard, one of the smallest in 
New England, is kept in excellent condi- 
tion and is a credit to the Society. ‘Those 
interested in our early gravestones should 
note that here are to be found two of un- 
usual interest and elaboration, namely 
those of Abigail Frost and Rev. John 
Blunt. It was Mr. Paul Frost who raised 
the endowment in the first place and the 
example he set may well be followed by 
many others, since there are scattered 
throughout New England a very large 
number of graveyards in a deplorably 
neglected condition. It would seem as 
though the descendants of those here 
buried must be sufficiently numerous and 
some at least sufficiently well off to sup- 
ply the money needed to endow the prop- 
er upkeep of their graves. 


Morse-Libby house, 1858, Port- 
land, Maine. 

There is nothing new to report con- 
cerning this house. According to last ac- 
counts it was still standing and the writer 
considers it the finest Victorian house in 
New England and one of the best in 


America. It should certainly be preserved 
but there are no means in sight with which 


to secure it. The Secretary will be glad to 
hear from anyone having suggestions to 
make. 
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Lewis house, ca. 1810, Brookfield, 
Mass. 


‘The offer of the gift of this house to the 
Society has been withdrawn and _ the 
writer is unable to say whether or not its 
renewal could be obtained. The house is 
one of the two finest in Brookfield village 
but its acceptance by the Society without 
an endowment of $5,000, or preferably 
$10,000, would have been impossible. 


Deming-Willard house, 1771, Col- 
chester, Conn. 

This house was offered the Society as a 
gift but without endowment, and is in 
every way worthy of preservation. In the 
opinion of our Springfield and Suffield 
real estate agent, Mr. Henry M. Clark, 
Jr., it could probably be made to carry it- 
self, but lacking endowment its accept- 
ance seems unwise. It should be a shrine 
of interest to all Masons for of it the fol- 
lowing acount has been given us. “Here, 
it is said, was instituted the first Com- 
mandery of Knights Templarin America, 
the charter coming from England, and in 
the third story of the house a hall was fit- 
ted up for the use of the companions of the 
Order and for other Masonic meetings.” 
Apart from this the house is a notable ex- 
ample of the architecture of its period. 
The hallway is dignified and imposing 
and about half the rooms have beautiful 
panelled fireplace walls. It is located on 
the main street of the town, facing the 
end of the Common. A $5,000 endow- 
ment would probably justify our Board in 
accepting the gift and $10,000 should 
make its future assured. 


Old Meeting-house, early nine- 
teenth century, Wellfleet, Mass. 

Nothing new has developed as regards 
this property other than to establish the 


fact that our Society is the owner of two 
of the lots of land transferred many years 
ago to the Cape Cod Colonial Society to 
help in the preservation of the meeting- 
house. Unfortunately, this building itself 
does not stand on our lots, which land we 
hold whatever 
seems best calculated to insure the perma- 
nence of the meeting-house. As yet no 
solution of a seemingly difficult situation 
has been found. 


in trust to use in wav 


Hempstead house, seventeenth 
century, New London, Conn. 

The writer was called to appear in 
court at New London in the case between 
the heirs of Miss Anna Hempstead Branch 
and the Connecticut Landmarks Society. 
There were many witnesses and the deci- 
sion of the court was that the property 
should go to the heirs. They have offered 
it for sale to our Society but at what ap- 
pears to us a high price. Of course, we 
have no money with which to make a 
purchase and neither has the Connecticut 
Landmarks Society. How the matter will 
finally develop it is too early to say but the 
house is unquestionably one of the best of 
the seventeenth century left standing in 
Connecticut, and should by all means be 
preserved. 


Joshua Ward House-Hotel Wash- 
ington, 1780, Salem, Mass. 

During the last year this property was 
bought and has been renovated. This 
seems to have been well done excepting 
that the outside was sandblasted and the 
ell destroyed. The writer has always op- 
posed sandblasting old buildings on the 
ground that the process removes the 
baked outside surface of the brick and ex- 
poses the comparatively soft interior to 
future wear. Furthermore, it alters the 
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color and causes other damage which can 
never be eradicated. 

As for the ell, the removal of these 
from old houses is far too common a prac- 
tice. Ihe same thing happened to our 
Woodbridge house before we secured it 
and also to the Coombs house in New- 
buryport which two of our members hope 
some day to offer our Society as a gift. 
Now again it has occurred at the Ward 
house, and in place of the ell a pretentious 
new westerly entrance has been erected. 
When all is said and done, however, the 
balance in favor of the house is over- 
whelmingly high. It might well have 
been totally destroyed but instead of that 
it has not only been preserved and reno- 
vated but this was done at great expense. 

We are much indebted to Mr. Deery 
for having saved the old place. Its hall- 
way isastrikingly fine example of a sturdily 
sumptuous type that is extraordinarly in- 
teresting to see in contrast with the light 
and delicate treatment of much other 
Salem architecture. 


General Appeals and Membership 

Only one General Appeal was sent the 
members last year, namely a delayed fall 
appeal which went out in December. In it 
we asked for $5,000 limited wholly to 
running expenses. It is encouraging to be 
able to report that this appeal went over 
the top, being the first to do so during the 
depression. Members will realize of course 
that running expenses can be met only by 


1. Increased endowment of about 


$200,000 

2. Increased membership of about 
2,500 

3. Gifts in response to General Ap- 
peals 


We have received no endowment suf- 
ficient even remotely to approximate the 


amount we need, A vigorous membership 
campaign is so certain to mean a large ex- 
penditure in these very troubled and dubi- 
ous times, that the office has hesitated to 
take the chance involved in so spending 
the Society’s money. However, a modest 
membership drive in as inexpensive a way 
as possible, may presently be attempted 
Meanwhile, for the coming year, a spring 
and a fall General Appeal to all our mem- 
bers is inevitable, partly to meet current 
expenses and partly for such other pur- 
poses as may be specified. We are indeed 
fortunate in having a membership not 
only able but willing to help us in our re- 
curring difficulties. 


Transportation 

Ordinarily the administration of such 
a Society as ours would be absolutely de- 
pendent on an automobile in order to keep 
in touch with its widely scattered proper- 
ties. Strangely enough, however, of the 
six persons in the Society’s office not one 
owns a motor car, although three are 
available to run one. Accordingly, the So- 
ciety finds itself living, if not exactly in the 
horse and buggy age, certainly very much 
in the railroad age, and dependent largely 
on kind friends for automotive transporta- 
tion. The superintendent of the building 
alone has a Chevrolet which by arrange- 
ment can at times be put at our disposal. 
One of our really pressing needs is a 
station wagon easily adapted to the trans- 
portation of furniture and the many small 
objects continually being offered the So- 
ciety as gifts. Without such a conveyance 


the cost of sending various small pieces of 
furniture or cartons of still smaller objects 
to an outlying house becomes distressingly 
large. Having such a car at our disposal 
we would be saved continual express or 
trucking charges and would at the same 
time be able to keep in much closer touch 
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with our properties than is now the case. 
With some forty properties to administer, 
scattered from South Berwick, Maine, to 
Litchfield, Connecticut; from Newport, 
Rhode Island, to Peterborough, New 
Hampshire; and from Yarmouthport, on 
Cape Cod, to Longmeadow on the Con- 
necticut River, the need of added trans- 
portation facilities becomes quite evident. 
Surely there must be among our members 
someone having a second-hand car ready 
to discard who might be willing to present 
it to the Society instead of selling it for a 
negligible sum. 


Magazine 

The writer remains as editor but Mr. 
Childs has found it necessary to resign as 
business manager. No one has been ap- 
pointed in his place and the publication of 
the magazine has become somewhat of a 
burden on the office force. The idea of a 
magazine instead of a bulletin originated 
with Mr. Dow and under his manage- 
ment it was brought out with distin- 
guished success. Since his death the difh- 
culties of magazine publication by what 
might be called an amateur force, have 
become increasingly apparent, and mem- 
bers are urged to be lenient in their criti- 
cisms of the subject matter, appearance 
and date of issue. We are doing our best 
but greatly fear that our best 1s none too 
good. Members with interesting articles to 
submit should get in touch with the editor. 


Museum 


The museum has lost Mr. Charles 
Childs as Director since he has found it im- 
possible to give the necessary time. The 
Rev. Arthur Johnson of Ipswich was, at 
the March Annual Meeting, elected to fill 
his place. Mr. Johnson brings to this work 
a wide knowledge of antiquarian sub- 
jects gained over many years of devoted 


attention to the subject and is President 
of the Ipswich Historical Society. For 
years past he has acted as a committee of 
one in charge of the Society’s Emerson- 
Howard house in Ipswich, and we are ob- 
ligated to him for much assistance over a 
long period of time. The museum’s needs 
are, of course, more endowment, and 
more space, concerning each of which it is 
only necessary to say that there is no 
danger of our receiving more than we 
could use. 


Library 

The Society’s library grows slowly but 
steadily, and its collection of pictorial ma- 
terial becomes constantly better and bet- 
ter. Of photographs, stereographs, postal 
cards, and pictorial material of all kinds 
we now have over 256,000 items, truly a 
remarkable collection. A great handicap 
is the fact that it is so large and our quar- 
ters are so cramped that only a part of it 
can be made available for inspection. It 
would certainly seem as though the finest 
collection on its subject to be found any- 
where should have greater support by way 
of library space, cabinets, staff, and finally 
library endowment. Adult 
along the line of the related subjects de- 
mands nothing less. 


education 


Peace 

Some years ago the writer in one of his 
reports stressed the fact that war has ever 
been the greatest danger to the world’s 
antiquities. It was as the result of warfare 
that the Alexandrian library was de- 
stroyed, the Mausoleum of Halicarnasses, 
and the Temple of Diana at Ephesus; and 
Athens and Rome and countless other 
cities were looted. It was a Venetian shell 
striking the Turkish powder magazine 
which blew up the Parthenon on the 
Acropolis at Athens as recently as 1687, 
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and a still more recent summary of the 
toll which war has taken of the world’s 
treasures of art and antiquity would nei- 
ther begin nor end with the Cathedral at 
Rheims, which would become merely one 
item on a list growing almost daily, No 
one calamity is more costly to the preserva- 
tion of the antiquities and art treasures of 
the world than is warfare, and yet the 
human race as represented by the nations 
of the world, seems averse to making the 


sacrifices necessary in order that we 
should all of us live in peace. Until the 
nations are ready to visualize a world at 
peace and each is ready to do its share to 
keep it so, all of our own antiquities and 
art treasures as well as those of the world 
at large, not to mention millions of human 
lives, are jeopardized. 
Yours very truly, 
Wo. SUMNER APPLETON 
Corresponding Secretary 





Tristram Coffin, Jr. House, Newbury, Mass. 











Report of the Director of the Museum 


Mr. CHaArceEs D. CHILDs 


March 1, 1939 to March 1, 1940 


ROGRESS during the past year has 

been continuous, with few gifts of 

outstanding interest, but each and 
all appropriate for an Antiquarian So- 
ciety’s Museum. Perhaps the most im- 
portant gift of the year was the group 
portrait in oil, by an unknown master, 
doubtless representing the father, mother 
and daughter of a family which must, 
eventually, be identified by some visitor to 
our rooms. In fact, one person has al- 
ready risked the guess that here is repre- 
sented Governor Burnet of New York 
(1720-1727) with his wife and daugh- 
ter. Your Director feels much less positive 
and prefers for the present to risk no defi- 
nite attribution. The painting is a fine and 
beautiful piece of work, be the artist and 
sitters whom they may. It is peculiarly 
appropriate as a decoration in our Otis 
house, where it hangs on the wall of the 
front hall stairway. It came to us as the 
gift of Mrs. Albion D. Wilde and Miss 
Helen E. Endicott. 

Of much interest also is a set of ten en- 
gravings received from Miss Margaret H. 
Jewell, illustrating Samuel Richardson’s 
Pamela or Virtue Rewarded. These 
are believed to have come from some 
house in southwestern Maine and are now 
in the Short house in Newbury, Massa- 
chusetts. We are indebted to the Mu- 
seum of Fine Arts in Boston for having 
very kindly cleaned the entire set without 
cost to our Society. 

Important collections were received 
from many donors. From Miss Grace 
Gilbert came fans, embroideries, jewelry 
and wearing apparel, and from Mrs. An- 
thony Warfield several articles of costume 
and some baby clothes. Mr. John B. 
142 


Morris and Mrs. F. Gordon Patterson 
each presented several pieces of china. 
Miscellaneous household objects of the 
last century were received from Mr. FE. 
Sohier Welch and Mr. Charles A. Welch. 
Through Mr. and Mrs. [. Maurice 
Newton many gifts came from the estate 
of Mrs. Susie G. Shepard. Two very 
beautiful dresses, now on display in the 
costume showcase, were received from 
Mrs. Franklin Q. Brown of Dobbs Fer- 
ry-on-Hudson, New York. They were 
worn in Roxbury, Massachusetts, about 
1867, one by the aunt and the other by 
the mother of the donor. 

Many loans, consisting chiefly of furni- 
ture and china, were received during the 
year. The greater number came from 
Mr. Ralph S. Bartlett, and these help 
furnish our outlying properties. Others 
came from Mr. and Mrs. Walter T. 
Grout, Mrs. Edward D. Brandegee, 
Miss Louise B. Graves, Mr. Francis H. 
Appleton, Mr. Edmund Quincy, Miss 
Rosamond Clark and Mr. William Sum- 
ner Appleton. 

The Society received two museum be- 
quests, one from Miss Gertrude M. 
Graves of textiles, paintings and smaller 
objects, and the other from Mrs. Eva R. 
Greeley of several choice pieces of furni- 
ture and china. 

The Society’s Museum is, of course, 
regional in character, covering one of the 
large sub-divisions of the country as a 
whole. In that respect it differs from a city 
or town museum or one devoted to a 
county or a state. All six of the New Eng- 
land states are our field —a group always 
thought of as a unit. 

Most appropriate for our collections 
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are those objects which were either made 
in New England or used here. Of course, 
there would be no hesitation on anyone’s 
part in accepting objects of New England 
make, but at first glance it might seem to 
some that objects of New England use 
would not of themselves be sufficiently 
New England in character to entitle them 
a place in our Museum. A moment’s 
thought should suffice to show the error of 
such a point of view which would, for in- 
stance, debar from our collections not only 
the vast mass of material said to have come 
over in the May flower, but even the two 
or three pieces which can perhaps be au- 
thenticated as having so arrived. Much of 
our furniture, some of our glass, and al- 
most all of our china came from Europe or 
Asia, and in order to show our houses as 
our ancestors furnished them it is neces- 
sary to include numerous objects of Euro- 
pean make, and similarly our Museum 
has many European and Oriental pieces. 

The mere acquisition and proper in- 
stallation and exhibition of all gifts and 
loans suitable for a New England Re- 
gional Museum, as outlined, is a never- 
ending task properly requiring a_ far 
larger building and endowment than 
what we have. When it is realized that to 
this objective is added the problem of 
furnishing our various museum, or period, 
houses with museum objects for display 
and utilitarian objects for service, then the 
true extent of our programme may begin 
to be appreciated. However, what the 
Museum needs, with an urgency impos- 
sible to overstress, is an endowment suffi- 
cient to permit the employment of a 
trained director giving his full time to the 
Museum needs. For his assistance would 
be required a trained staff competent to 
make and cross-index the records. In ad- 
dition should be included the continual 


need of more showcases and the physical 
care of the collections in order to keep the 
exhibits from deteriorating —a point of 
particular importance in the case of tex- 
tiles. 

The Director of the Museum has then 
the following specific recommendations to 
make to our members, to their friends, 
and to all believers in a New England 
Antiquarian Museum: 


a. We need objects of all kinds appropri- 
ate to a New England Antiquarian 
Museum, objects made or used in New 
England, representative of New Eng- 
land life, and each object good of its 
kind. 

b. We need a larger building in which to 
house the Museum, and endowment to 
maintain it and provide the showcases 
in which to place the objects, and cus- 
todians to guard the showcases. 

c. We need more space in which to place 
the cases when they are acquired, and 
that means some two or three times as 
much room as we now have merely to 
look after the acquisitions as they come 
in. 

The Director hesitates to name any 
particular sum as being a suitable one for 
the Museum and will merely say that the 
chance of our receiving more than could 
be used is too slight to be considered. Let 
every member seriously ponder the possi- 
bility of leaving the Museum a small en- 
dowment fund, the income to be applicable 
to its general purposes. Furthermore, let 
everyone in disposing of surplus or un- 
wanted material always consider the 
chance that it might be of use to the So- 
ciety in its efforts to show to New Eng- 
landers of the future how New Eng- 
landers lived in the past. 





Report of the Librarian 





Mr. THomas G. FROTHINGHAM 


March 1, 1939 to March 1, 1940 


URING the past year the accessions 
to the Library have been about 
normal, and while none have been 

of outstanding importance, they have, 

asa whole, added much to the interest and 

value of our various library collections. 

The library now has a total of 256,842 

pictorial views of all kinds, divided as fol- 

lows: 

photographs 

stereographs 

52 picture postal cards 
78,145 

256,843 


‘These are all of increasing value to stu- 


miscellaneous views 


dents and investigators and the best are 
filed so as to be easily found. 

To the collection of 24,941 stereo- 
graphs reported as the library’s total a 
year ago, only 138 were added this past 
year. Members are urged, when coming 
across stereographs they do not care to 
keep, to send them to the Society’s li- 
brary, where they will be gratefully re- 
ceived. 

Of steadily growing value is the So- 
ciety’s collection of negatives. One thous- 


and and forty-one were added this year to 
the 22,811 previously reported, and dur- 
ing our year just ended the Society re- 
ceived orders for prints, which were filled 
at a slight profit. Orders are from year to 
year gradually increasing in numbers, and 
as the variety of our subjects becomes bet- 
ter known we shall doubtless be called on 
to give ever increasing service. 

Since March, 1939, 112 measured 
drawings have been acquired, bringing 
our present total up to 2,575 subjects. 
These are of much help to architects and 
others interested in the architecture of old 
New England buildings. 

Recently the Society received a small 
bequest from Miss Elizabeth E. Dana, of 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and this the 
‘Trustees voted to use as a welcome Lib- 
rary Endowment Fund. We hope this 
will be followed by other gifts or bequests 
from friends or members interested in the 
library department of the Society’s work. 
Much could be accomplished if the library 
had an adequate income sufhcient to se- 
cure and administer increased quarters, 
with an enlarged staff of trained workers. 
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